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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,991,798 to Ozaki et al. 

Referring to claim 1, Ozaki discloses a file management method as claimed. See 
Figures 1-7 & 1 1-26 and the corresponding portions of Ozaki's specification for this 
disclosure. Ozaki teaches "a file management method for a recording medium on which 
is recorded a distributed content file [See Figs. 1-4], said file management method 
comprising the steps of: 

creating a directory for each package [See e.g. Summary & Fig. 6], and recording 
a file of content included in that package based on said directory; 



States. 
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managing with a package management file [disk management table (See Fig. 6)] 
a correspondence between a directory name of said directory and a package identifier 
assigned to said package; and 

managing with a content file group management file [disk link management table 
(See Fig. 7)] a correspondence between a file name when said content file is recorded 
on said recording medium and a reference name when that content is linked from other 
content" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 2, Ozaki discloses the file management method as claimed. 
See Figures 5-7 and the corresponding portions of Ozaki's specification for this 
disclosure. Ozaki teaches the method according to claim 1, as above, further 
comprising the step of, when there exists in said package content linking to content 
included in another package, managing with a link resolution file [cache management 
table (See Fig. 5)] a correspondence between a reference name indicating content 
included in said another package and a package identifier of said another package as 
claimed. 

Referring to claim 3, Ozaki discloses the file management method as claimed. 
See Figures 5-7 and the corresponding portions of Ozaki's specification for this 
disclosure. Ozaki teaches the method according to claim 1, as above, further 
comprising the step of designating said directory name by providing correspondence to 
a package directory number [e.g. ID00001] assigned uniquely to a package, and 
managing with said package management file [See Fig. 6] a correspondence between 
said package directory number and said package identifier [602] as claimed. 
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Referring to claim 4, Ozaki discloses the file management method as claimed. 
See Figures 5-7 and the corresponding portions of Ozaki's specification for this 
disclosure. Ozaki teaches the method according to claim 1 , as above, further 
comprising the step of designating a file name of said content by providing 
correspondence to a content number [e.g. ID00003] assigned in package units, and 
managing with said content file group management file [See Fig. 7] a correspondence 
between said content number and said reference name as claimed. 

Referring to claim 5, Ozaki discloses the file management method as claimed. 
See Figure 13 and the corresponding portion of Ozaki's specification for this disclosure. 
Ozaki teaches the method according to claim 1 as above, further comprising the steps 
of: describing... [See discussion of claim 1 above]; and when said directory name of file 
name is changed, changing said directory name [tables are updated upon name change 
or entry of new data] of said package management file or said file name of said content 
file group management file as claimed. 

Referring to claims 6-8, Ozaki discloses the file management method as claimed. 
See the Summary of the Invention section, as well as the corresponding portions of the 
Detailed Description for this disclosure. Ozaki teaches the file management method 
according to claim 2, as above, further comprising the step of, when a package 
including link destination content does not exist on said recording medium [See Step (3) 
of algorithm in column 6], creating a distribution reservation list file [process selection 
designations] on said recording medium or in a memory area of a content 
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recording/playback apparatus, in which a package identifier of said package is entered 
as claimed. 

Referring to claim 9, Ozaki discloses the content playback method as claimed. 
See Figure 17 and the corresponding portion of Ozaki's specification for this disclosure. 
Ozaki teaches "a content playback method [Fig. 17] comprising the steps of: 

when playing back content [process of Fig. 17] recorded on a recording medium 
by means of the file management method according to claim 2, extracting a content file 
from said recording medium; and 

when there is in said content file a link [e.g. URL or other hyperlink] specification 
to a file included in the same package as that in which said content is included [HIT in 
step 1702], specifying a link destination content file using said content file group 
management file [disk link management file (See Fig. 7)]" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 10, Ozaki discloses the content playback method as claimed. 
See Figure 17 and the corresponding portion of Ozaki's specification for this disclosure. 
Ozaki teaches the content playback method according to claim 9, as above, further 
comprising the step of, when there is in said content file a link specification to a file 
included in a different package from that in which said content is included [HIT in step 
1701 OR MISHIT in step 1702], specifying a link destination content file using said 
package management file [disk management file (See Fig. 6)] and said link resolution 
[cache management file (See Fig. 5)] file as claimed. 

Claims 11-12 are rejected on the same basis as claims 1-2 respectively. See the 
discussions regarding claims 1-2 above for the details of this disclosure. 
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Claims 13-14 are rejected on the same basis as claims 9-10 respectively, in light 
of the basis for claims 11-12. See the discussions regarding claims 1-2 and 9-12 above 
for the details of this disclosure. 

Claim 15 is rejected on the same basis as claim 6, in light of the basis for claim 
14. See the discussions regarding claims 1-2, 6 and 11-14 above for the details of this 
disclosure. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected on the same basis as claims 1-2 respectively. See the 
discussions regarding claims 1-2 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claims 18-19 are rejected on the same basis as claims 9-10 respectively, in light 
of the basis for claims 11-12. See the discussions regarding claims 1-2 and 9-12 above 
for the details of this disclosure. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0028686 to Schwabe et al. and 
U.S. Patent No. 6,049,799 to Mangat et al. are each considered particularly pertinent to 
applicant's claimed invention. 

The remaining prior art of record is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure 
and/or portions of applicant's claimed invention. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Goddard whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7821 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 703-308-1436. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

bdg 

06 February 2004 
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